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***¥** |t is strange that | can never think of writing any account of my life without thinking of Pauline Mills and wondering what she will say of it.
Pauline is rather given to reading the autobiographies of distinguished people-unless she has left off since | disappointed her-and finding in them
new persuasions of the fundamental lightness of her scheme of things. I recall very well, how, when | was having the bad time of my life there in
Chicago, she would abound in consoling instances from one then appearing in the monthly magazines; skidding over the obvious derivation of the
biographist s son from the Lord Knows Who, except that it wasn t from the man to whom she was legally married, to fix on the foolish detail of the
child s tempers and woolly lambs as the advertisement of that true womanliness which Pauline loves to pluck from every feminine bush. There was
also a great deal in that story about a certain other celebrity, for her relations to whom the writer was blackballed in a club of which I afterward
became a member, and | think it was the things Pauline said about one of the rewards of genius being the privilege of association with such
transcendent personalities on a footing which permitted one to call them by their first names in one s reminiscences, that gave me the notion of
writing this book. It has struck me as humorous to a degree, that, in this sort of writing, the really important things are usually left out. | thought
then of writing the life of an accomplished woman, not so much of the accomplishment as of...
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