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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
***** Santa Barbara, CA (pop. 92,000) is known for producing a wide variety of literary talent, notably Ross MacDonald, Sue Grafton, John Sanford
and T.C. Boyle. Memoirs like Hannibal by the Sea and Montecito Boy speak to growing up in the early 20th century. Christopher Buckley has written
an excellent Santa Barbara memoir Cruising State yet not much has been written about growing up in Santa Barbara in the 1960 s and 1970 s,
particularly the more suburban provincial Goleta Valley, west of town along Highway 101. Jon Obermeyer spent the summer of 2017 going down
the worm holes of memory each day, spelunking in the caves of his Santa Barbara childhood (Goleta and Montecito) and his early adult years living
off Micheltorena Street. Jon observes, The challenge of memoir is avoiding a tepid, shallow Sears Roebuck catalogue of artifacts and trivia and
examining thoughtfully why and how these events made me the person | became. He adds, for almost four decades, my poems (some published)
have covered much of this territory, yet it s been enjoyable to work in the flexibility of a prose narrative. A stroke survivor, Jon took up the memoir
genre in 2016 as part of a therapy assignment, writing a cradle-to-grave memoir in early 2017. He found the Santa Barbara sections more
compelling and entertaining, and decided to focus on the first 25 years of life He wanted to explore how a childhood in Santa Barbara was a
formative and distinct experience. This eclectic memoir draws on the fields of popular music, natural history, biology, geology, psychology,
neurobiology, California history, sports (surfing, hiking), economics, linguistics and etymology, literature and examines themes like childhood
trauma, depression, creative expression and...
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