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*****.Excerpt from A Review of the O;icial Apologies of the American Tract Society, for Its Silence on the Subject of Slavery: From the New-York
Daily Tribune Napoleon once remarked that it was wiser in a government to give bad reasons for an unpopular measure than to remain silent.
Silence in such eases is supposed to arise, either from a disregard to public opinion, or n conscious inability to satisfy it; on the other hand, a
defence is a flattering appeal to the judgment of the public. While many will be unable to detect tho false logic of the defence, the partisans of the
government will insist that the argument is irresistible, and pour obloquy 011 all who fail to acknowledge its force. The Rev. gentleman who at the
last anniversary began his speech with declaring that there was no occasion for an apology for the Society, and concluded with the exhortation
never, never apologize, evinced more impulsive zeal than sound judgment. The Society had been arraigned at the bar of the public for its avowed
neutrality on the Slavery question and all the immoralities necessarily connected with human bondage, and likewise for its careful expurgation of
Anti-Slavery sentiments from its reprints. Eminent Christians, both lay and clerical, secular and religious newspapers, individual churches and
ecclesiastical bodies, had all remonstrated against this course. But the advice of the Rev. orator was followed, and the managers, in their dignity,
gave no sign that a murmur of dissatisfaction reached their ears. At length a city church, and one of undoubted evangelical sentiments, voted to
discontinue for the future its usual congregational collections for the Society. Matters now began to look...
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