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***xx Excerpt from Review of Federal Asset Forfeiture Program: Hearing Before the Legislation and National Security Subcommittee of the
Committee on Government Operations, House of Representatives, One Hundred Third Congress, First Session, June 22, 1993 The subcommittee met,
pursuant to notice, at 10:40 a.m., in room 2154, Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. Corrine Brown (acting chairwoman of the subcommittee)
presiding. Present: Representatives Corrine Brown, Glenn English, Al McCandless, and Jon L. Kyl. Also present: Representative John L. Mica.
Subcommittee staff present: James C. Turner, associate counsel; and Robert J. Kurz, deputy staff director. Full committee staff present: Carol
Bergman, associate counsel; Carolyn Donnelly, clerk; and Jane Cobb, minority professional staff. Opening Statement of Acting Chairwoman Brown
Ms. Brown. Good morning. Will the Subcommittee on Legislation and National Security officially come to order? Unfortunately for the chairman, he
could not be here; but, fortunately, for me, | am here, Congresswoman Corrine Brown. He was detained with important events in his district. Last
September, the subcommittee held its first oversight hearing on the Department of Justice s Asset Forfeiture Program. The subcommittee learned
some important lessons from the rather poignant testimony: From Willie Jones we learned that it is not Ok for an African-American man to carry
large sums of cash in this country. He had $9,000 in cash seized in a Nashville airport because he bought a round-trip ticket to Houston with cash to
buy shrubbery for his nursery. His behavior was considered suspicious and corresponding to a profile of drug courier activity. He could not afford to
post bond to secure his right to his property. But he was represented pro bono, and in April won his case....
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