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(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1908 Excerpt: .acid attacks the enamel of the tooth, with the result that the lime is
dissolved out, and the enamel tissue broken down. Directly this happens the dentine is attacked, the lime of the soDer dentine is dissolved out, and
fresh bacteria invade the dentine tubes. These peptonise or digest the gelatine aDer the lime is removed, thus forming a cavity, a process
accompanied with more or less pain. If at this stage the tooth is treated--the soDened tissue removed, with the bacteria, and a suitable filling
inserted--it may be saved for years of useful work. If the tooth is leD untreated, the bacteria continue their destructive operations until the pulp
chamber is reached. The nerve is then exposed, with more or less acute pain, and the contents of the pulp chamber--nerve aud blood-vessels--are
gradually destroyed; and, by their decomposition, putrefactive material with bacteria accumulates in the centre of the tooth, and extends to the
apex of the root. Sooner or later some of this septic material finds its way into the jaw--septic infection; the result is an abscess, with loss of the
tooth, and occasionally the death of the patient by septic poisoning. The eGects of dental caries are far-reaching: it prevents eGicient mastication--
one of the most important functions of the human body; it spoils the food and promotes various digestive disorders; the nervous system is
constantly irritated by pulp exposure; the blood is poisoned by the introduction of septic material, either through the jaws or...
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